Documentation
In order to help insure that your child is making "meaningful progress", please use the form below to keep a paper trail.  
 

You will hear that your child is making lots of progress in her special education program.  Hopefully, this will be true.  In order to feel confident that school reports of progress are true, please see the quote below.  It comes from a posting on the COPAA listserv (Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates):
 

" A good way to counteract the "glowing report of progress at the IEP meeting" is for the parent to consistently, throughout the entire year, documented every single problem or negative comment that has occurred throughout the school year, using Pete and Pam Wright's "Problem Report" or "Contact Log" forms.  If a parent goes into an IEP meeting with a 2 inch thick binder full of Problem Reports, or negative comments by teachers, e.g.,
 

'I find it interesting, Mrs. Smith, that today you're saying that Susie is doing marvelously, but I have documentation with me today of 42 instances so far in the school year where you have told me X, or that Y has happened in your classroom, the last incident being just two weeks ago.'
 

It make it harder for them to claim that Susie is doing so swimmingly."
 

"It's been my experience that parents must present "evidence" at IEP meetings.  It is unfortunate, but it seems that we should only have to present evidence in court, and that the parent's word in an IEP meeting should be taken seriously, but of course, it's not.  And even if the "evidence" you present is in a binder chick full of your own observations, the fact that it's documented in writing with dates, names, and all the 5 "W's" and "h". becomes very powerful, convincing evidence and much harder to ignore."
This is probably your best insurance that you will never need to go to a hearing.
DOCUMENT SUMMARY FOR:  _________________________________    DATE:  2008-2009 School Year
(See explanation on page 2.)
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